A sample page from Reunion of the Rare: Oregon Poems
A book of poems by Kim Stafford inspired by Oregon places, together with prompts for your own writing.     

                   Easy Pickings

in the Blueberry Fields near Corbett
It’s easy to laugh in the blueberry field,

staccato plink and plunk as berries plummet

into the pail, and you hear children banter 

in a dozen languages among the green rows.

It’s easy to forgive there, too—

viewing old betrayals sweetly diminished 

by the honeyed crush of berries 

on your tongue.

It’s even possible to imagine peace

between people who hated each other

before their children met between these rows

and asked one another, “Shall we pick together?”

Come pick with me, my enemy, my angry self,

come, split couple bickering over money,

come to the blueberry field, Palestine & Israel,

come bow and squint under the sun-splashed leaves,

come peer into these dark shadows for blue.
Note: at the back of the book, there is a note on the making of each poem, and a prompt inviting readers to write something similar—for use by writing classes, writing groups, and individual writers…

Easy Pickings in the Blueberry Fields         During a week of frightening news, 
I went to the blueberry fields, and was consoled. Prompt: Witness for episodes of encounter that sustain our connections one to another. This may be the most important work of the writer. It’s how we vote with stories.
http://www.lulu.com/shop/kim-stafford/reunion-of-the-rare/paperback/product-23861798.html
